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Libyan Fixers to receive 2011 Martin Adler Prize
Friday 11 November 2011.  The Rory Peck Trust today announced that Libyan fixers Suliman Ali Zway and Osama Alfitory will be the recipients of this year's Martin Adler Prize. Now in its fifth year, the prize recognises the dedication and bravery of local freelancers who have played a significant role in the reporting of a major news story.  Suliman and Osama will be presented with the prize at the Rory Peck Awards ceremony on Wednesday 16 November at London’s BFI Southbank, hosted by BBC's Mishal Husain and Channel 4's Alex Thomson. 
Known by international journalists as the "A Team", Suliman Ali Zway and Osama Alfitory, found themselves in every corner of the country during Libya's revolution, helping journalists deliver accurate and ground breaking news.  Both had made comfortable livings working in the construction business but in early February, when many young people in eastern Libya were volunteering to help visiting journalists, the two men joined the wave.  Suliman worked briefly with an Italian television crew, and for reporters working for the Washington Post.  Osama first worked with a New York Times Magazine reporter.  
Weeks later, after many of the young Libyan volunteers had gone back to their lives, Osama and Suliman continued to assist international journalists, travelling to the front lines with Jon Lee Anderson of the New Yorker and Leila Fadel of the Washington Post, helping them uncover stories. 
Separately, they worked - often voluntarily - with many of the world's biggest international news organizations, including the BBC, the New York Times, PBS and CBS.  Working together they helped to probe allegations of a death squad in Benghazi and reveal the psychological toll of the war, among other stories. 
Osama and Suliman's dedication and insight about Libya were so coveted by international journalists that they earned the nickname the "A-Team".  Both are now journalists in their own right and have penned articles on difficult subjects for a new Libyan magazine, 'The Libyan'.
Many of the world's leading journalists have paid tribute to Osama and Suliman. Leila Fadel, a Washington Post reporter, said:  “Suliman introduced me to his family and taught me about life in Benghazi.  He tirelessly tried to help me understand what was happening in Misurata through phone interviews when we couldn’t get there.”  She added:  “Both did it because they cared about their country and wanted the stories, good or bad, to reach the world.”  
"We are delighted to be presenting Suliman Ali Zway and Osama Alfitory with this year's Martin Adler Prize", said Tira Shubart, Trustee of the Rory Peck Trust.  "They have showed enormous skill, determination and courage helping international journalists cover events in Libya, earning widespread respect and admiration from all who have worked with them. Their contribution to newsgathering, and to journalism, has been hugely significant - they absolutely sum up the spirit of the Martin Adler Prize".  
____________________________________________________________________________________

About the Martin Adler Prize 
The Martin Adler Prize recognises the dedication and bravery of local freelancers who have played a significant role in the reporting of a major news story.  The recipient can be a freelance journalist, fixer, driver or cameraperson.  This is a non-competitive prize, given at the discretion of the Rory Peck Trust. It is sponsored by Atex
Martin Adler was an award-winning freelance journalist, photographer and filmmaker who was murdered in Somalia in 2006.  He won the Rory Peck Award for Hard News in 2004 for his observational account of the US Army's modus operandi in Samarra, Iraq.  Martin was committed to covering the people, places and events that he felt nobody else cared about, and his work shed light on some of the world's most dangerous and abusive situations.  In memory of Martin, the Trust inaugurated this special prize in 2007.

About the Rory Peck Awards 

The Rory Peck Awards, sponsored by Sony Professional, is a highly respected international competition that honours excellence in freelance news and current affairs camerawork.  Established in 1995, it is the only awards dedicated to the work of professional freelance cameramen and camerawomen and demonstrates why they are so important to the newsgathering and broadcast industries. There are three competitive categories: the Rory Peck Award for News; the Rory Peck Award for Features and the Sony Professional Impact Award.  The Martin Adler Prize is a non-competitive prize which recognises the dedication and bravery of local freelancers.  

The Rory Peck Awards ceremony is the main fundraiser for the Rory Peck Trust. 

About The Rory Peck Trust 
The Rory Peck Trust is the only organisation in the world dedicated to the safety and welfare of freelance newsgatherers and their families around the world. A small organisation with a big reach, the Trust works in over 60 countries providing financial assistance to freelancers who have been injured, imprisoned or threatened during the course of their work, and supporting the families of those who have been killed. The Trust also provides safety training bursaries for freelancers working in hostile environments and is a source of information and advice on issues including insurance, risk assessment, safety and trauma counselling. A non-profit, non-partisan organisation, the Trust relies entirely on charitable donations and sponsorship to carry out its work.  
For further information about the Martin Adler Prize and Rory Peck Awards and the work of the Rory Peck Trust, please visit: www.rorypecktrust.org or contact: 

Molly Clarke, Head of Communications, the Rory Peck Trust Tel: +44 (0)20 3219 7861

Email: molly@rorypecktrust.org  www.rorypecktrust.org 


About Atex
Atex, headquartered in the UK with offices worldwide, is a leading software company providing solutions for media-rich industries. Atex develops smart digital solutions that make a measurable difference and enable its 1000+ customers to streamline operations and optimise their digital strategy. As a global organisation, it is committed to helping companies build revenues and reduce costs through products that are increasingly personalised, localised, collaborative, contextually relevant, and available on demand. See www.atex.com. 
For further information about Atex, please contact:

Nicola Brookes, Atex Press Office

pressoffice@atex.com
Phone  +44 (0)118 909 0791
